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	The Bulletin attached hereto is provided as a means to inform stakeholders of agricultural developments in South Africa.  These Bulletins are distributed every two weeks and can also be found on TAU SA’s website at www.tlu.co.za.

TAU SA is the oldest agricultural union in South Africa and has been in existence since 1897. The mission of the union is to ensure a productive and safe existence for its members on the land they own.  Current reality in South Africa indicates that this is not possible at the moment due to a variety of actions and threats against commercial farmers.

Your comment regarding the Bulletins and other information provided to you is valuable and will be appreciated.  However should you prefer not to receive information from TAU SA, please respond by e-mail to info@tlu.co.za.


EXPROPRIATION ON THE CARDS

Whatever South Africa’s problems – and there are many – there has always been enough to eat. The official population is 47 million but it’s anyone’s guess what the unofficial numbers are – according to the BBC, there are four million Zimbabwean refugees in South Africa, and then there are thousands of others from as far afield as Somalia, Nigeria and even Ethiopia.

South Africa’s commercial farmers have always managed to beat the odds:  the droughts, a hostile government, murderous attacks and high input costs and taxes. But they cannot beat expropriation, and the signs are manifest that the South African government is determined to proceed with taking productive commercial farms for “restitution”, implying that the farmland was once productive under black ownership, which is in most instances simply delusion.

Ninety eight percent of farms in the Limpopo province are “under claim”, hardly an impetus for long-term planning and future capital investment. One highly-productive citrus farm in the Hoedspruit area oedspruitHodespruit has recently been expropriated, although the legalities surrounding this government confiscation are convoluted. In essence, the current owner purchased the farm in 1998. In 1999, he was advised by telephone the farm was “under claim” by three tribal clans, and the claim was gazetted the following year.

January 2008 newspaper reports quoted the Commission on Restitution of Land Rights stating this Limpopo farm would benefit “more than 300 households and 1 860 people” who were to take possession of the 2356 hectare farm. Although the government gives the impression that the beneficiaries are “getting back their land”, the title deeds remain in the hands of the government, while the running of the farm is handed over to a management group. This group will take 50% of this year’s harvest profits as payment for running the farm “until the community takes over”. 

The whole exercise was something of a travesty, with the owner willing to sell originally, but government red tape and malingering indirectly causing the farm to eventually go into liquidation in 2007. The state has expropriated the farm from the liquidators for two thirds of the original valuation, although there are still delays in the legal process.

The owner told Bulletin that since the original 2000 gazetting, the uncertainty and anxiety generated by the government’s claim put paid to any real investment in the farm. The orchards’ trees were getting old, he said, but he cancelled an order for new trees for a 2002 planting. Orange trees take seven years to grow, grapefruit and lemon trees five years, so from 2000 until 2008, no new trees were planted on the farm. It needs little imagination to realize what will happen to this farm once the caretaker management moves out. Community chairperson Ntau Letebele says that the community is undergoing formal and on-the-job training to “increase their skills and capacity”. 

EXPERIENCE

Experience has shown us that this capacity, this skill, is rarely transferable, and that

groups of people taking over farms usually end up fighting as to who will do the work. Three hundred families taking this farm could end up with eight hectares each, and

the farm could go the way of so many before it. Empirical evidence is there – so far the government has been unable to show one farm handed over which is commercially viable and pays taxes on profits. A Malelane mango farm was recently transferred to beneficiaries who cut down the mango trees and sold the wood for R20 each. 

Cultivated farm land in the Hoedspruit area usually fetches between R40 000 and R50 000 a hectare – it costs R45 000 a hectare simply to establish an orchard. Farmers in the area are understandably nervous about the future, not only because of this expropriation but because of statements by the government. “We are going ahead with expropriations in instances where we feel land owners are giving us the run around” declared Acting Chief Land Claims Commissioner Tumi Seboka.

But who is giving who the “run around”? If a farmer has to wait years for payment which in some instances is below market value, and which in many cases never materializes, then the fault lies clearly with the government. In the general Hoedspruit area, the value of cultivated land is decreasing as uncertainty grows. It was recently reported that the government is using Ghanian valuators – a farm in Mpumalanga worth R60 00 a hectare was recently valued at R12 000 a hectare by a Ghanaian. When complaints were laid at the Mpumalanga Land Claims Commission, the farmer was told that he should accept the valuation or have his land expropriated.

This obsession with having a black valuator when there are obviously no local blacks available would be risible if not so tragic. What does a Ghanaian know about South African commercial farmland?

Suspicions exist that this type of government tactic – delays, under-valuations, threats of expropriations – are ruses used by government to encourage commercial farmers to throw in the towel.

Reports that the Zimbabwean government recently took back 1449 farms which it seized from white farmers for new black owners seem to mean nothing to the SA government.
New amendments to the Expropriation Act are now being drawn up and a Draft Amendment Bill is to come before the Cabinet this week. It will be tabled before Parliament next month and if it is passed in June, then expropriations will begin. Land Affairs Minister Lulu Xingwana says that the willing buyer, willing seller approach “is not working”. As well, Department of Public Works officials who drew up the Amendment, and Public Works Chief Mandla Mabuza say that the top priority of the government should be the redistribution of land for “public purpose” and “public interest”, as stated in the Constitution.

If feeding 47 odd million people is not “public interest’, then what is?

We are at a very dangerous stage in South Africa. Clearly, empirical evidence of failures has little influence on government policy. Practical approaches appear to play second fiddle to struggle goals, where the country’s administration has been turned over to incompetent but political correct cronies. The electricity catastrophe could be followed by a water disaster, followed by a food shortage brought about by the wanton destruction of many productive farms.

It is frightening that the country is faced with this mentality. Two South African journalists recently travelled to the Limpopo lowveld – what they found there was harrowing. Farms that had been handed over were destroyed. “The last time that I saw such wrecked buildings and the wanton destruction of showcase farms was more than 30 years ago in the aftermath of the South African Defence Force’s invasion of Angola”, declared the Business Day reporter.

“Here, as in the war zone, the degree of vandalism had gone far beyond the force needed to rip out usable items. It is hard to imagine the level of rage that would motivate someone to break every window pane in a building and knock others down until no two bricks remained on top of each other. What mischief motivates humans to defecate in every room in every building on every farm? Why would anyone open irrigation furrows to permit scarce, precious water to drain uselessly into the veld?”

“The view from the blasted windows in rooms littered with broken roof shingles and hundreds of shells of an endemic wild fruit shows ripening mangoes dripping from mature orchards like fat, red ticks. Yet mango farmers in the district say these orchards become infested with pests and will never again produce anything for the market. Whoever presumes to farm fruit here will have to start from scratch.”

Here we see a mentality so succinctly described in Martin Meredith’s book The State of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of Independence, where blacks would rather see their countries reduced to dust than have to depend on white skills and success. It is a menacing mind set and is fraught with hazards for South Africa. The Ghanaian valuator, the failed restitution farms, the inept affirmative action appointments, the importation of Algerian and Cuban doctors and other professionals when white South Africans are available and willing to perform the work – these are symptoms of a resentment and rage so pervasive that trying to rectify the problem with logic would seem fruitless.

Perhaps it’s time for organized business, industry and agriculture to lay down the gauntlet with the government and call a spade a spade. The alternative is, to coin a phrase, too ghastly to contemplate.istiory of Fifty Years of Independenceistory
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