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	The Bulletin attached hereto is provided as a means to inform stakeholders of agricultural developments in South Africa.  These Bulletins are distributed every two weeks and can also be found on TAU SA’s website at www.tlu.co.za.

TAU SA is the oldest agricultural union in South Africa and has been in existence since 1897. The mission of the union is to ensure a productive and safe existence for its members on the land they own.  Current reality in South Africa indicates that this is not possible at the moment due to a variety of actions and threats against commercial farmers.

Your comment regarding the Bulletins and other information provided to you is valuable and will be appreciated.  However should you prefer not to receive information from TAU SA, please respond by e-mail to info@tlu.co.za.


DANGEROUS GOVERNMENT DENIALISM

The South African government is moving towards a state of mind that is not only difficult to fathom, but could be categorized as dangerous denialism.  The government is moving into Mugabe mode where he and his ministers continue to tell the world there is nothing wrong with Zimbabwe and that any shortcomings are the work of imperialists and racists.

President Thabo Mbeki is sliding into this mindset with his remark that there is no crisis in Zimbabwe.  As well, South Africa’s Acting Land Claims Commissioner Blessing Mphela has attacked the Centre for Development and Enterprise (CDE) recent report on the failure of land reform as “dangerous to South Africa”.

We are surely now past the stage of trying to be conciliatory towards these government representatives.  The facts regarding the failure of land reform are unassailable, yet the government refuses to acknowledge them.  When this happens, we move into a bizarre period where truth is thrown to the wind and facts are discarded on the altar of political ideology.  The situation is extremely grave when liberals – now faced with a grim truth so evident to many others years ago - confront the government with irrefutable events and are not only rebuffed, but are accused of being racists.  This is a ridiculous situation and something must be done, otherwise every fact and every truth and every reality will be cast aside as Mugabe has done and Thabo Mbeki is now doing.

There is little recourse when this happens.  New players must step into the breach to contain this irrationality, otherwise the government will continue on its path of destroying South Africa.

This refusal to admit to a truth which is shown to be a truth is a symptom of a train of thought that needs to be confronted and stopped.  We have seen this mindless irrationality manifest itself more and more over the past few years - the charge of racism when someone is ticked off for incompetence, the attacks on the messengers instead of the message, and the personal invective thrown at those who dare to not only criticize but who know the government is wrong.  Ms Ann Bernstein, CDE researcher responsible for the latest report, is personally attacked by Blessing Mphela as someone who is not fit to make statements on “something she is clearly not familiar with”!

Ms Bernstein and her organization have impeccable liberal credentials.  Ms Bernstein was at the forefront of the anti-apartheid movement.  She was the Executive Director of the Urban Foundation, and was a member of the Development Bank of Southern Africa Transformation team.  She was a founding trustee and has been a permanent trustee of the Institute for Multi-Party Democracy since 1992.  She was thus part of a movement that did all in its power to ensure that the ANC became the ruling party in the 1994 democratic election.

Now that she has confronted the Department of Land Affairs (DLA) and by extension the government with its incompetence and failure, she is no longer “on their side”.  On the contrary, she is a pariah in the eyes of those who are wrecking agriculture in South Africa.

While millions of hungry Zimbabweans invade South Africa as a result of their president’s destruction of the agricultural sector, our politicians appear to be on the same path, not only with their actions but with their attitude.

NOT A NEW WARNING

In January 2004, the book The Great South African Land Scandal outlined in graphic and intimate detail the abysmal failure of the government’s land redistribution policy.  To this day, not one word of the book has been challenged either by the government or anyone else.  However, just after publication, the then Director General of Land Affairs accused the author of racism, this before he had even read the book!  In addition, the author himself was lambasted by even white journalists who attacked him personally.  Adding to the fray, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs Dr Dirk du Toit was scathing in his criticism of the book without specifying one detail that was incorrect.

In 2005, the same Ms Bernstein of CDE mentioned above published a report which essentially confirmed the contents of the Land Scandal book.  The CDE declared that young black men don’t particularly want to farm and that the government’s land reform program was “misdirected”.

Nobody within the government took the slightest notice of this 2005 report and in effect treated it with the same contempt with which they treated the Land Scandal book.

The commercial agricultural sector had been warning the government since the early 2000’s about its interference with the farming sector, but these warnings fell on deaf ears.

It is now the middle of 2008, and the situation regarding food security for South Africa is much worse.  More farm redistribution failures, more farmers leaving the land, agricultural property development frozen because of land restitution claims, more farm murders, an Expropriation Act just through Parliament, no border controls, more stock theft, higher input costs and now a government threat to ration water for agriculture.  Despite a massive and looming world food shortage - more than 840 million people absolutely hungry according to the United Nations - the South African government continues to ignore the tragedy now facing food production in South Africa.  More than thirty nations have already experienced food riots, and ration cards are now being mooted for Bangladesh.

According to experts, a country’s ability to produce its own food is more important than even its political system.  Yet our Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs told Parliament this week her priorities were the finalisation of land claims before 2014.  (Last week’s CDE report cites “lack of capacity” in the DLA as a reason for the redistribution setbacks.  Surely the Minister is a prime example of this lack!)

In the Levubu area -  South Africa’s “fruit basket” - where almost all farms are under claim, 80% of farmers have been lost in the past decade.  The Mail & Guardian reports that in the fertile Levubu valley, production has decreased from 300 tons a week to 60.

BLACK FARMERS

Where did the government find Mr Blessing Mphela?  His scathing reaction to this latest CDE report included the accusation that CDE says blacks can’t farm.  Given the record of agriculture in the African continent and in South Africa, what evidence does Mr Mphela have to the contrary?

Of course some blacks can farm, as some whites can farm.  And millions of whites can’t farm, and are happy to admit it.  If South Africa’s commercial farmers can produce enough food for 48 million people, and black land redistribution recipients ruin the productive farms handed to them, then who can farm and who cannot?  It is indicative that Africa’s productivity is one-third that of Asia and as little as a tenth of that of Europe and North America, according to a United Nations report issued May 22, 2008.

Mr Mphela clearly doesn’t read about the world food shortage.  He declared last week that land reform in South Africa is “doing well”.  “There are those who say we should just leave farming to people with experience… that kind of debate is informed by insensitivity to issues of transformation”, he declared.

Over the past four years, three definitive research projects and dozens of papers and articles by experts have concluded that the government’s land reform experiment is a failure.  Since 1994, South Africa has become a net importer of food. 

If the government will not listen to organized agriculture, nor to experts with proof of its policy failure, it is perhaps time the food retailers stepped in.  They have power because they are heavyweights - Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Foodcorp, McCain Foods, Pioneer, Spar, Premier, Rainbow Farms, Tiger, SAB Miller and Checkers.  They should confront the government and stand fast.  Obtuseness and blind irrationality must be opposed with ultimatums - leave commercial agriculture alone or there will be a hefty debt to pay, even a political debt.  The ANC government subsists on promises to an increasingly suspicious electorate.  The recent xenophobic riots in South Africa will look like a picnic compared to an ANC electorate without food.
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