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TAU SA asks budget money given to power reform, rather than land reform

Minister Trevor Manuel should rather focus on the reform of the electricity industry.  In his budget, he should allocate funds for this purpose, rather than to dump more budget money in dubious land reform projects.  The President of TAU SA, Mr Paul van der Walt, asked just before the Minister’s budget speech, to place a moratorium on any money for land reform, and to use such funds for the recapitalization of Eskom, in order to do necessary repairs and extensions.  “What the economy of this country now needs, is the very needed service of electricity.”  This would also enclose funds for land reform which may have been allocated in previous budgets, but which hadn’t been used.

Mr van der Walt points out that this proposal would save the consumer the high rise in Eskom’s tariffs.  The farmer and other consumers are not in a financial position for the announced rise in Eskom’s tariffs.  “In the wake of a rise in fuel prices next month, during which we will see fuel rise to nearly R8 per liter, the consumer has to be met.”

“This call is supported by King Goodwill Zwelithine, who has been reported as saying at a public meeting that land reform resulted in previous productive land, ended in land not being used.”  King Zwelithini reportedly stated: “This christmas tree action of giving land back to black people who had previously owned it, has to stop.  Tribal land had been given to people to farm on it, but I see that land being bought by government and given to black people, is not being used.”

Mr van der Walt says King Zwelithini should know what is going on in the black community.  When he starts warning like this, it means the red lights are flashing.  “His accusations must be investigated and all the relevant incidents been brought to daylight.  In this regard it would be reckless for Minister Manuel to take a single cent out of the taxpayers’ pocket before this investigation has been finished.  In the meantime other necessary infrastructure can be funded with this money,” says Mr van der Walt.

TLU SA vra dat begrotingsgeld eerder vir kraghervorming as grondhervorming gegee word

Minister Trevor Manuel moet eerder fokus op die hervorming van die elektrisiteitsbedryf, en alle moontlike staatsfondse daarvoor aanwend, eerder as om nog meer begrotingsgeld in twyfelagtige grondherverdelingsprojekte te pomp.  Die President van TLU SA, mnr. Paul van der Walt, het aan die vooraand van Minister Manuel se begroting, gevra dat die Minister 'n  moratorium plaas op enige verdere geld aan grondherverdeling, en daardie fondse te gebruik om Eskom te herkapitaliseer sodat hy noodsaaklike instandhouding kan doen, en uitbreidings aan sy opwekvermoë kan doen.  “Die ekonomie het nou eers behoefte dat daardie uiters noodsaaklike diens, naamlik dié van kragvoorsiening, op peil moet kom.”  Dit sluit fondse vir grondhervorming in wat in vorige begrotings toegeken is en nog nie gebruik is nie.

Mnr. Van der Walt sê dat op hierdie wyse die verbruiker ook gespaar kan bly van die buitensporige tariefverhoging wat Eskom aangekondig het, en wat die boer en die verbruikers in die algemeen nie kan bekostig nie.  “Veral in die lig van 'n waarskynlike brandstofprysverhoging volgende maand wat 'n liter brandstof tot by die R8 per liter gaan laat draai, noodsaak stappe om die verbruiker op ander terreine tegemoet te kom.

“Hierdie oproep word ondersteun deur die uitlatings van Koning Goodwill Zwelithini gister toe hy in die openbaar gesê het dat grondhervorming daartoe lei dat voorheen produktiewe grond nutteloos word.”  Koning Zwelithini is aangehaal dat hy gesê het:   “Die krismisboom-benadering van die teruggee van grond wat vroeër aan swart mense behoort het, moet ophou. Stamgrond is vroeër aan mense gegee om dit te bewerk, maar ek sien ál meer dat grond wat die regering koop en aan swart mense toeken, onbenut bly.” 

Mnr. Van der Walt sê dat  as Koning Zwelithini, wat weet wat in die swart gemeenskap aangaan, so 'n waarskuwing rig, is daar ernstig flikkerende rooi ligte.  “Dié bewerings moet ondersoek word en die gevalle waarna hy verwys, tot op die been toe oopgevlek word.  Daarom sal dit roekeloos wees as Minister Manuel nog 'n ekstra sent uit die belastingkas daarin laat gaan voordat daardie ondersoek nie afgehandel is nie.  Intussen kan die ander noodsaaklike infrastruktuur daarmee befonds word,” sê mnr. Van der Walt.
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