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The congress theme for 2018 was: Day Zero for food on the table. 

Today, a year later, it’s still relevant.  My point of view then, was that we should 

strive towards sustainability as a solution.  I also believed that we should implement 

a new model for agricultural.  It is unacceptable that commercial farmers should 

carry the full risk of input costs.  The value chain should realize that they can’t 

survive without commercial farmers.  I will get back to this later. 

What were and are still the challenges? 

• The ANC Alliance is still committed to its National Democratic Revolution 

which is being implemented systematically. 

• Safety and security conditions on farms and in various other parts of the 

country are still a huge concern. 

• The ANC Alliance makes it clear that the ideology of the faction stands 

foremost to the economy. 

• It is more important for the ANC Alliance to remain intact than promote 

economic growth. 

• The government chooses to prioritize land expropriation without 

compensation, and this was confirmed by the Presidential Advisory 

Committee. The report also confirms the seriousness for the implementation 

of this strategy and who they regard as allies.  Dr Vuyokazi (Vuyo) Mahlati, 

the chairperson of the committee, confirmed in her introduction of the report 

that ownership of land in South Africa should reflect the South African 

demography. 

• President Ramaphosa was supposed to be the savior of South Africa.  The 

reality today shows us that he cannot or won’t be able do it.  He is part of the 

problem as he, like everyone in the ANC Alliance, is caught up in the ideology 

and the internal differences of the various factions. 

I referred to the challenges. All the aspects that were listed above are not challenges 

– but should rather be regarded as real problems.  The challenge is to solve these 

problems in a sustainable manner which will ensure that commercial farmers can 

continue to produce on the land which they legally own. 
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The question would be whether the current process could be stopped or turned 

around.  I believe that there can only be an end to the decay if the ANC Alliance is 

no longer the political driver in South Africa.  Therefore, there are two aspects where 

work needs to be done: 

1. To expose the ANC Alliances’ policies to such an extent, that the international 

community will see it as the cause for South-Africa’s destruction, but also to 

inform the voters of the country, in a manner which they will understand, that 

the Alliance is busy robbing them of their future. 

2. To establish a parallel economy within which we can survive and thrive. 

The challenge is to survive overcoming current problems. 

There are a few realities or principles which could be regarded as facts: 

▪ We did not steal land.  We have legal title deeds which were issued by 

government. 

▪ The agricultural value chain cannot survive without commercial farmers. 

▪ With an urbanisation rate of 67% which increases annually by 2,3%, the 

subsistence farmers will not be able to produce sufficient food for South 

Africa’s needs.   

▪ On its own, a piece of land does not equal wealth.  It is what it is used for 

which creates wealth. 

▪ Market research showed that land for agricultural purposes is not a priority for 

the people of South Africa.  The ANC Alliance made it a priority.  The actual 

demand for land is based in the towns and cities where urbanisation is rapidly 

happening. 

▪ To put South Africa on a good course, we need to create work and grow the 

economy. 

▪ The ANC Alliance created a climate which discourages foreign investments. 

▪ It can only get worse in South Africa 

Before we look at solutions, I would like to summarise TLU SA’s successes for the 

past year.  With a marketing team and call centre which were established, we 

accomplished the following: 

To DO creates solutions and hope. 

It is the actions and things that are being done that defines an organisation 

like TLU SA as one that cares and there is HOPE 

o We repositioned TLU SA as a dynamic organisation with a new logo, web 

page and Facebook page.  The communication focus is on social media. 

o TLU SA’s active, paying supporters increased by more than 1800.  We also 

succeeded to promote ourselves as an organisation which can make a 

difference as we are founded on solid principles.  We received a lot of support 

from our consumers. 
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o Together with other organisations, we successfully turned the Akkerland land 

claim around. 

o We confirmed and updated our solid values and principles as set out in the 

Manifesto and our experience is that more role players are returning to the 

established principles which were adopted by TLU SA over the years. 

o The following campaigns were successfully driven and placed TLU SA on the 

forefront of the agricultural environment as an organisation which represents 

the true interests of commercial farmers: 

1. Stop BLF – more than 70 000 people supported the campaign 

 

2. We want to stay – A campaign for young people which was launched 

after President Ramaphosa’s comment that our young people should 

be tied to the trees to prevent the current stream of emigration 

 

3. Concentration Camp campaign – To confirm TLU SA’s role in the 

development of agriculture especially in the period after the Anglo-Boer 

War and the British Scorched Earth Policy. 

 

4. SOS Campaign – Send an SOS abroad to emphasize the problem of 

land expropriation without compensation. 

 

5. Red Flag campaign – To inform all South Africans about the 

consequences and impact of land expropriation without compensation 

and to strengthen the SOS campaign.  Its focus is mainly on President 

Ramaphosa’s expropriation without compensation Advisory Committee 

and their reports. I want to emphasize:  The focus of this report and the 

recommendations made, affects every owner of land in South Africa, 

not only commercial farmland. 

 

6. Right to Life Campaign – Through continued communication and 

liaison with foreign governments, the Dutch government adopted a 

resolution against expropriation without compensation.  The resolution 

regarding farm attacks and farm murders was submitted to the Dutch 

parliament in November.  The campaign’s purpose is to provide 

support for the acceptance of this resolution.  We are also working 

towards acceptance of the resolution on farm attacks and expropriation 

without compensation in other European Union countries and 

parliaments. 

 

o I wish to summarise: With these campaigns and others that will follow, we 

need to expose the ANC Alliance for what it is, what it does as well as the 

consequences of their strategy and their National Democratic revolution.  TLU 

SA will continue to take action. 
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We also face the challenge to create new opportunities for our members and 

supporters.  TLU SA is an agricultural organisation with a focus to base agriculture 

on economic principles.  It is sad that our energy in these days in South Africa, is 

wasted to oppose an outdated ideology which holds no advantages for anyone, 

except a few high-ranking individuals in the ANC Alliance.  Bright red lights should 

be burning when the government of a country becomes the greatest threat for 

sustainable food production.  To be able to operate in a sustainable and safe 

environment is an ideal of all farmers.  Achieving that and to promote proven 

economic principles remains the focus of TLU SA. We know, regardless of 

ideological attacks, that market forces will eventually be triumphant. 

The following projects are important: 

1. Kragdag Agriculture – HP Steyn of Kragdag approached TLU SA to 

parfticipate in an agricultural expo.  We grabbed the opportunity with both 

hands and successfully participated with 21 400 visitors to Kragdag.  TLU SA 

made the difference again with an event for promoting new ideas, 

opportunities and information.  I wish to thank everyone for their hard work 

and in particular, HP and his Kragdag-team. 

 

2. Boer Media – This organisation with a young dynamic team established a 

digital TV-channel with the slogan: Do it in Afrikaans.  TLU SA entered into an 

agreement with them to manage the agriculture division.  This platform will 

provide new opportunities and will succeed the previous Farm Talk.  A well-

disposed benefactor sponsored a static recording studio that will be set up 

inside the TLU SA building. 

 

3. Corporate Bank – With the help of skillful friends, TLU SA is in the process of 

establishing a corporate bank.  For registration to continue we need a 

minimum of 200 investors.  The registration form for those who might be 

interested are in the congress files and it can be handed in at the registration 

table.  The corporate bank will give us the opportunity to assist our members 

financially in the future. 

 

4. Legal support for our members – With great gratitude towards Solidarity for 

their contribution, we can assist our members with a support service for this 

year.  Members were invited to send in legal-related questions.  Discussions 

are underway to have a legal service available for specific aspects in the 

future. 

 

5. The Financial Wellness Desk which was established, assists our members 

with expert advice on retirement, estate planning and drafting of wills using 

the latest technology and products.  The threat against pension funds requires 

that every individual who has an annuity or pension fund, to get in touch with 

their financial advisors to ensure that their own funds are safe.  Our Wellness 
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Desk can assist with this.  The Wellness Desk has access to virtually any 

underwriter through the LSB Company and members can exercise their 

personal preferences for insurance choices. The latest addition to this expert 

assistance is drafting business plans for existing as well as new businesses.  

 

6. We have an enthusiastic new Young Farmer Committee which focuses on 

the future of our farmers and particularly our young farmers.  Good luck to the 

committee under the leadership of Ferdi Landman. 

 

Without considering other threats as of less importantce, six threats for food 

safety and sustainable agriculture are highlighted: 

1. Safety and security and the expectations created by land expropriation 

without compensation.  The Safety and Security Committee is active under 

the leadership of Henry Geldenhuys. 

 

2. Uncertainty regarding policies with reference to land expropriation without 

compensation being the best example.  With Henk van der Graaf at the steer 

we have international legal experts assisting with plans and preparations 

against the ANC Alliance that want to rob the farmers of their land. 

 

3. Profitability with a specific focus on scale of economy.  Under the guidance of 

Gawie Janse van Rensburg, work is underway to consider new agricultural 

models for the benefit of commercial farmers.  The proposals currently being 

looked at, includes risk distribution, syndication models and involving the 

value chain in sharing the farmer’s risks.  The circumstances may vary in 

every environment and farmers need to think out of the box to get solutions, 

and together with their fellow farmers, to ensure profitability. 

 

4. Water affairs led by Steven Vermaak are assisting farmers regarding water 

problems.  A dispute with the Department of Water affairs are still pending.  

Water will become an even bigger challenge or even a threat should 

incompetency continues. 

 

5. Local government staking its claim on agriculture is another threat with 

increasing taxes and incompetence.  Erika Helm agreed to take the lead for 

this critical area and her expertise and experience have already brought about 

great relief to our members and farmers. 

 

6. The drought which has plagued our farmers for several years is a major threat 

and challenge.  TLU SA has assisted fellow farmers across the country within 

the capacity of the Trauma Fund.  It was a drop in the ocean and much more 

is still needed.  We wish to thank our Young Farmer Committee for their 

initiative to boost the Trauma Fund with their dry wors and biltong project.  
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Another word of thanks goes to Bertus van der Westhuizen for his Farmhouse 

register project, to assist farmers who are without accommodation. 

The establishment of the Agricultural Sector Investment Company (LSB), within 

which several projects were launched, in order to negotiate benefits for our 

members, are progressing smoothly.  Apart from the provident fund and funeral 

arrangements with Grobbelaars for farmers and farm workers, there are several 

other products being considered.  We can now announce that the LSB Directors will 

soon make shares available to TLU SA members.  This will generate much needed 

capital and give our members co-ownership. 

The Management Committee has decided to separate matters of policy and the 

positioning of TLU SA from the business leg of the organisation where projects are 

launched for the benefit of our members.  However, the relationship link between the 

two aspects will be maintained. 

My message to the value chain and the input suppliers:  Your right to exist lies in 

the success of commercial farmers.  If they are not there, you will not survive.  It is of 

utmost importance that you contribute to keep them on their farms.  As you are 

aware, TLU SA are working on several plans in this regard.  You also have a 

responsibility.  Get involved with TLU SA and support us to find sustainable solutions 

in the interest of your own survival. 

This was a cryptic summary of TLU SA’s actions and plans which are in place for the 

benefit of our members.  I also believe it will benefit the entire value chain.  

It is TLU SA’s vision and as leaders we are committed to help create an agricultural 

environment in which our members can perform their daily tasks without fear.  For 

this to happen, we need each other in action, but also in thinking to help make plans. 

It is the actions that give hope, but I also said that HOPE is fixed in the DOING of 

things. 

We must stand together 

I am daily asked the question whether there is HOPE. 

In front of me today is TLU SA and members, supporters and visitors who are 

interested in TLU SA.  Various actions and projects were launched throughout the 

year and its successes was due to the participation of members. 

With this I would like to thank every office bearer, from farmers association level, to 

national level, for your continued support, financial sacrifices, time spent and the 

effort you have made to be an ambassador for TLU SA and agriculture in general.  

Often, we don’t thank you enough, so this is a thank you for all the hard work that 

easily goes unnoticed by the public.  We know about it and we appreciate it.  Every 

person needs to do introspection whether you deserve appreciation or not.  Go back 

and earn it for next year, so we can boast with even more progress and 

achievements.  The fact that our support base is growing shows that there is 
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appreciation and interest in TLU SA.  Recruit members, they are there, they just 

need to be asked.  Let us make TLU SA the indisputable primary voice of 

commercial agriculture, and you can assist in that regard.  For 122 years there were 

always farmers who believed in TLU SA so much so that they became members and 

fulfilled their responsibilities, sometimes with great sacrifice.  Let us follow proudly in 

the footsteps of those predecessors. 

Everyone’s participation to bring HOPE, not only for yourself, but for each other 

member and farmer in South Africa.  We must constantly ask ourselves in which way 

are we building our future.  The power of the collective ability to build should never 

be under-estimated and that’s why participation is so important. 

 

I conclude: 

Daniel Webster said: 

“Life on a farm is a school of patience; you can't hurry the crops or make an ox in two 

days.  The discovery of agriculture was the first big step toward a civilized life.  Let 

us not forget that the cultivation of the earth is the most important labor of man.  

When tillage begins, other arts will follow.  The farmers, therefore, are the  founders 

of civilization.”  

 

My message to the ANC government is in the words of famous people: 

“If agriculture goes wrong, nothing else will have a chance to go right in the country.”  

(M. S. Swaminathan) 

 

William Jennings Bryan’s message in 1896 was: 

 

“Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if 

by magic; but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in the streets of every city in 

the country.” 

We can already see the grass growing in our cities’ streets. 

All that I have said here does not mean anything without faith and trust in our 

Heavenly Father. 

My prayer of hope is found in Psalm 143:8 

“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. 

Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.” 

 

May each of you be blessed through the faith and trust of the One who is 

Commander of our lives. 


