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Handves Vir Die Beskerming Van Privaat Eiendomsreg | Afrikaans 

Aangesien die aanspraak op en erkenning en beskerming van privaat eiendom gelyklik 
vir alle mense geld, onvervreembaar is en die grondslag van vryheid, geregtigheid en 
vrede in die wêreld is; 

Aangesien die ondermyning en minagting van privaat eiendomsreg in die geskiedenis 
van die wêreld wreedheid, onmenslike vergrype teen die mensdom, onwaardige 
behandeling van mense en aantasting van hul lewensbestaan tot gevolg gehad het, die 
gewete van die mensheid aangetas en tot internasionale konvensies aanleiding gegee 
het waarin erkenning gegee is dat alle mense oor die inherente reg op privaat eiendom 
beskik en ingevolge waarvan hulle vryheid sonder vrees van ontneming van eiendom 
kan geniet en 'n lewensbestaan vry van aantasting van hul eiendomsreg kan voer; 

Aangesien dit die verantwoordelikheid van die Staat is om die klimaat te skep waar sy 
inwoners veilig is en onbevange maar met verantwoordelikheid in vryheid kan 
ontwikkel, handel dryf, die vrug kan pluk van eie waagmoed en harde werk en daardeur 
inkomste kan verdien tot voordeel van hulself en die gemeenskap en dat die natuurlike 
behoeftes en markkragte die tempo en die spektrum daarvan bepaal; 

Aangesien dit van deurslaggewende belang is om goeie verhoudinge tussen alle mense 
te bevorder; 

Aangesien alle mense en volkere oor 'n aanspraak op beskerming van eiendomsreg 
beskik, moet hierdie reg en wat verwerf is deur eerlike beoefening van ondernemerskap, 
harde werk en die aanvaarding van verantwoordelikheid so gekoester en beskerm word  
dat dit verhoed dat mense hul tot vergelding, rebellie, bloedvergieting, opsweping en 
geweld  teen medeburgers sal wend en eierigting toe te pas in gevalle van tirannie, 
onderdrukking, magsmisbruik en onbehoorlike inmenging of vergrype van die staat; 

Aangesien fundamentele menseregte, insluitend privaat eiendomsreg, in 'n regstaat 
deur effektiewe regsmaatreëls en verskansing in 'n handves van fundamentele regte 
beskerm behoort te word; 

Aangesien die internasionale reg en internasionale konvensies die fundamentele 
waarde van die reg op privaat eiendomsreg onderskryf en bevestig het, die waarde 
daarvan vir die selfrespek van mense erken het en die betekenis daarvan vir die 
volhoubare funksionering van die ekonomie beklemtoon het; 

Aangesien privaat eiendom en eiendomsregsreg ŉ morele verantwoordelikheid aan die 
Skepper meebring, dit onderhewig is aan maatskaplike en finansiële 
verantwoordelikhede, dit met roepingsbewustheid, toewyding en ŉ totale begrip van 
afhanklikheid aan die Hemelse Vader gebruik moet word; dit nie blootgestel mag word 
aan ideologiese en politieke wispelturigheid, behoefte aan guns of strewes na 
populariteit nie, kan dit in uitsonderlike gevalle en met die nodige erns en 
verantwoordelikheid van eienaar verwissel onder andere vir openbare doel, maar mag 
nooit ten prooi van politieke misbruik val nie;  
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Aangesien die internasionale gemeenskap privaat eiendom as 'n wesenlike faset van 
die fundamentele reg op menslike waardigheid aanvaar en by herhaling blyke gegee het  

van die rol van private eiendomsreg as 'n grondliggende element om die gelyke regte 
van alle mense te beskerm en dat dit universeel die nakoming van menseregte verseker 
en fundamentele vryhede onderlê;  

Aangesien eiendom nie beperk is tot grond nie maar ook ander vaste, roerende, nie-
roerende bates, kapitaal en beleggings, gesaaides, oeste op lande en vesel op diere en 
vee, ook wild, en  intellektuele en kulturele bates insluit;  

Aangesien internasionale organisasies, soos die Verenigde Nasies, by herhaling 
bevestig en in talle konvensies en handveste beslag gegee het aan hul vertroue in 
privaat eiendomsreg en dit beklemtoon het, die gelding daarvan vir state en nasionale 
jurisdiksies onderskryf het en hul verbind het tot bevordering van universele respek vir 
menseregte en bevordering van fundamentele vryhede; 

Aangesien die universele waarde van privaat eiendomsreg as fundamentele reg in die 
internasionale reg aanvaar word en dit die erkenning en uitlewing van ander menseregte 
rugsteun; 

Daarom, dus, verklaar die ondergetekendes in hierdie Handves Vir Beskerming Van 
Privaat Eiendomsreg, as 'n gemeenskaplike standaard ter beskerming van privaat 
eiendomsreg, dat elke individu, sosiale entiteit en samelewingsinstelling, by 
onderskrywing van hierdie Handves sal streef om deur onderrig en opvoeding, 
uitoefening van die reg op spraakvryheid en vryheid van publikasie en vryheid van 
vergadering, respek vir die reg op privaat eiendom en uitlewing van die vryhede wat 
daaruit voortspruit te bevorder, om deur progressiewe maatreëls, nasionale en 
internasionale bewustheid vir en ondersteuning en beskerming van privaat eiendom en 
eiendomsreg te bevorder en om universele en effektiewe erkenning en respek vir dié reg 
te propageer en te bevorder. 

Skriftuurlike begronding van die reg op privaat eiendom en die internasionale reg 

Artikel 1 [Die reg op privaat eiendom is 'n Bybelse beginsel] 

Die aarde en die volheid daarvan behoort aan God Drie-enig, die mens is geskape na die 
beeld van God en ontvang die opdrag om die aarde te bewoon en dit te bewerk en uit 
hoofde daarvan oor eiendom te beskik onderhewig aan God se soewereiniteit oor die 
hele skepping. 

 

Artikel 2 [Staatlike magswellus is die bron van nasionalisering, ontkenning van privaat 
eiendomsreg en aantasting daarvan deur ontneming van eiendom sonder vergoeding] 

God Drie-enig gee aan die mens die vermoë om oor die skepping te heers, eiendomsreg 
daarop te vestig en dit ingevolge God se roepingsopdrag en kultuurmandaat te bewerk. 
Ontneming van privaat eiendom sonder 'n deursigtige en regverdige regsproses en 
sonder billike en voldoende vergoeding van sodanige ontneming, is 'n vergryp teen God 
se roepingsopdrag en kultuurmandaat. 
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Artikel 3 [Onteiening sonder behoorlike en billike vergoeding is 'n oortreding van die 
Agste Gebod] 

Bybelse beginsels onderlê die verkryging en beskikking oor privaat eiendom en 
ontneming van eiendom in stryd daarmee is diefstal en as sodanig 'n vergryp teen die 
Agste Gebod. 

 

Artikel 4 [God Drie-enig se gebod teen diefstal beskerm eerlike en wetsgehoorsame 
eienaars van privaat eiendom] 

Privaat eiendomsreg is 'n vorm van beheersing en waar sodanige beheersing ontken 
word en deur die staat alleen opgeëis word, staan privaat eiendomsreg bloot aan 
aantasting deur staatlike magshebbers en tirannie, hetsy deur die minagting van die 
eiendomsreg van weerloses hetsy deur algemene ontneming van private eiendom deur 
die staat en/of deur middel van nasionalisering deur die staatsowerheid, en gevolglike 
ontkenning van die rentmeesterskap van die mens tot eer van God en tot welsyn van sy 
naaste. 

 

Artikel 5 [Ontneming van privaat eiendom op onregverdige wyse en sonder voldoende 
vergoeding is 'n ontneming van die reg op vryheid] 

Ontneming van privaat eiendom op onregverdige wyse en sonder voldoende vergoeding 
is 'n vorm van verslawing van die mens as rentmeester sowel as minagting van God se 
roeping tot beheersing van die skepping. 

 

Artikel 6 [Die Bybelse beginsels van God Drie-enig se roepings- en beheersingsopdrag 
het oor eeue neerslag gevind in die bepalings van die internasionale en gemenereg] 

• Artikel 39 van die Suid-Afrikaanse Grondwet bepaal dat by uitleg van die 
grondwetlike bepalings, insluitend artikel 25, rekening met die internasionale reg 
gehou moet word. Talle internasionale regsinstrumente bevat klousules wat 
privaat eiendom en eiendomsreg bevestig en beskerm: 

• Die Universele Deklarasie van Menseregte (1948) wat deur die Algemene 
Vergadering van die Verenigde Nasies aanvaar is, bepaal in artikel 17 dat elkeen 
die reg op eiendom het: " ... alone as well as in association with others and that 
no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of property." 

• Die Internasionale Konvensie oor die Uitskakeling van Alle Vorme van 
Rassediskriminasie (1965) wat deur die Algemene Vergadering van die Verenigde 
Nasies aanvaar is, bepaal in artikel 5(d)(v) dat staatspartye onderneem om 
rassediskriminasie in alle vorme uit te skakel en om die reg van elkeen om 
eiendom te besit - sowel individueel as in assosiasie met andere - te waarborg. 
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• Artikel 1 van die Eerste Protokol van die Europese Konvensie vir die Beskerming 
van Menseregte en Fundamentele Vryhede (1950) bepaal dat elke natuurlike en 
regspersoon geregtig is op die vreedsame beskikking oor hul besittings en dat 
niemand van hul besittings ontneem sal word behalwe in uitsonderlike 
omstandighede wat onderhewig is aan die voorwaardes wat regtens bestaan en 
ingevolge die algemene beginsels van die internasionale reg. 

• Artikel 23 van die Amerikaanse Deklarasie van die Regte en Pligte van die Mens 
(1948) bepaal dat elke persoon die reg het om eiendom te besit in 
ooreenstemming met die eise van 'n behoorlike lewenstandaard en die 
waardigheid van die individu. 

• Die Amerikaanse Konvensie oor Menseregte (1996) maak in artikel 21 
voorsiening daarvoor dat elkeen die reg tot gebruik en genot van sy/haar 
eiendom het en dat geen persoon van sy/haar eiendom ontneem mag word 
sonder regverdige vergoeding en onderhewig aan behoorlike regsprosesse nie. 

• Die Afrika Handves oor Mense- en Volksregte (1981), aanvaar deur die 
Organisasie vir Afrika Eenheid, bepaal in artikel 14 dat die reg op eiendom 
gewaarborg word en dat dié reg slegs deur middel van aanvaarde regsprosesse 
beperk mag word. Artikel 21 bepaal dat volkere vrywilliglik van hul eiendom mag 
afstand doen en artikels 27 tot 29 bepaal dat alle regte van mense uitgeoefen sal 
word met inagneming van die regte van andere. 

Gedwonge ontneming van private eiendom en die lesse uit die geskiedenis 

Artikel 7 [Gedwonge ontneming van privaat eiendom en ondermyning van ekonomiese 
volhoubaarheid] 

Ideologie-gedrewe herverdeling van eiendom, negering van vryemark ekonomiese 
beginsels en ondermyning van ekonomiese volhoubaarheid is destruktief vir die 
ekonomie in die algemeen en die landbousektor spesifiek. Die Romeinse herverdeling 
van private eiendom vanaf 500 tot 122 v.C. deur middel van wetgewing bekend as die 
leges agraria onder die dekmantel van grondhervorming en die onteiening van 
landbougrond, was die direkte aanleiding tot die val van die Romeinse Ryk. 

 

Artikel 8 [Aantasting van private eiendomsreg gebaseer op Marxisties-sosialistiese 
ideologieë lei noodwendig tot ondermyning van voedselsekerheid, hongersnood en 
ekonomiese verval] 

Marxisties-sosialisties gedrewe grondonteiening in Zimbabwe en die dreigende 
onteieningsbeleid van die ANC-Kommunistiese alliansie dra die kiem van aftakeling van 
die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie, voedseltekorte en voortgaande verryking van kaders en 
nepotisme. Die ontplooiing van uitgediende sosialistiese beginsels vervat in die 
Freedom Charter (1955) en regeringsbeleid onder die ANC-Kommunistiese alliansie 
sedert 1994 huisves die wesenlike potensiaal om die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie in die 
algemeen en die landbousektor van Suid-Afrika permanente skade te berokken, die 
uitvoer van landbouprodukte ter verligting van hongersnood in Afrika- en ander lande te  
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kniehalter en Suid-Afrika as die broodmandjie van Afrika onherstelbare skade te 
berokken. 

 

Privaat eiendomsreg as fundamentele reg ter beskerming van burgervryheid 

Artikel 9 [Privaat eiendomsreg en burgerlike vryheidsregte] 

Privaat eiendomsreg is ingebed in 'n komplekse regsmilieu van grondwetlike en 
internasionale regsbepalings en lê aan die wortel van 'n hele spektrum van burgerlike 
vryheidsregte waaroor individue en kollektiwiteite ingevolge die Grondwet beskik en 
maak as sodanig die uitoefening van sodanige regte moontlik. Dit is onder andere eng 
verweef met die grondwetlike gelykheidsbepaling (artikel 9); menslike waardigheid 
(artikel 10); vryheid van godsdiensbeoefening (artikel 15); vryheid van beweging (artikel 
21); vryheid van handel, okkupasie en beroep (artikel 22); huisvesting (artikel 26); 
onderwys (artikel 29); taal en kultuur (artikel 30); kultuur, godsdiens- en 
taalgemeenskappe (artikel 31). 

 

Menswaardigheid en beskerming van privaat eiendomsreg 

Artikel 10 [Die reg tot roepingsvervulling en privaat eiendom] 

Elke mens beskik oor die reg om sy/haar geleenthede tot roepingsvervulling uit te leef, 
om God Drie-enig se skepping te bewerk, oor privaat eiendom te beskik en om sy/haar 
privaat eiendomsreg tot sodanige roepingsvervulling en bestemmingsverwesenliking te 
benut. 

 

Artikel 11 [Privaat eiendomsreg en die benutting van beskikbare hulpbronne] 

Alle mense beskik oor die reg om in verantwoordelikheid en respek teenoor andere die 
rentmeesterskap van hul vaste en roerende eiendom te aanvaar, die 
verantwoordelikheid om die bodem, fauna en flora en alle hulpbronne te bestuur en 
aan die nageslagte deur middel van erflating of andersins oor te dra. 

 

Artikel 12 [Vryemarkbeginsels en privaat eiendomsreg] 

Die toepassing van vryemarkbeginsels met minimum staatsinmenging in die ekonomie, 
gewaarborgde privaat eiendomsreg en die reg om ekonomies bedrywig te wees, vorm 
die hoekstene van ekonomiese groei en bied die enigste volhoubare geleenthede vir 
werkskepping, armoedeverligting en vooruitgang vir Suid-Afrika. 

 

Artikel 13 [Identiteit en privaat eiendomsreg] 
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Elke mens beskik oor die reg om hetsy individueel of kollektief deur middel van privaat 
eiendomsreg beslag te gee aan hul unieke identiteit en afkoms en om deur middel van 
die internasionale reg sodanige regte te handhaaf en te beskerm. 

 

Artikel 14 [Privaat eiendomsreg en ontwikkeling van die landbou- en ander bedrywe] 

Elke persoon beskik oor die reg om met die oog op hul eie ekonomiese voordeel, 
instandhouding van die huishouding en tot volhoubaarheid van die ekonomie aktief en 
mededingend in die landbou of andersins bedrywig te wees. 

 

Artikel 15 [Privaat eiendomsreg en welstand van die bevolking] 

Elke persoon beskik oor die reg om as verskaffer van voedsel en vesel 'n bydrae tot die 
welstand van die totale bevolking van die land se ekonomie te lewer en om privaat 
eiendom vir dié doel te gebruik en dat sodanige reg effektief beskerm sal word. 

 

Artikel 16 [Privaat eiendomsreg en ontwikkeling van die kommersiële landbou] 

Elke persoon beskik oor die reg om hom/haar te beywer vir die ontwikkeling van 
kommersiële landbou en 'n bydrae te lewer tot die erkenning van die landbousektor as 
'n selfstandige entiteit binne die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie. 

 

Artikel 17 [Privaat eiendomsreg en stabilisering van die ekonomie] 

Elke persoon beskik oor die reg om hom/haar te beywer en aktief deel te neem aan 
ekonomiese aktiwiteite ter stabilisering van die landbou en ander ekonomiese sektore 
en dat sodanige reg om aktief aan die ekonomie deel te neem deur benutting van 
privaat eiendomsreg deur effektiewe regs- en ander middele beskerm sal word. 

 

Artikel 18 [Privaat eiendomsreg en georganiseerde landbou] 

Elke persoon beskik oor die reg om individueel of kollektief lid van georganiseerde 
landbou-organisasies te wees, om hul ekonomiese belange deur middel van 
georganiseerde landbou-organisasies of professionele liggame te bevorder en om die 
reg op privaat eiendom deur middel van sodanige georganiseerde landbou- en/of ander 
burgerlike en regsinstellings te beskerm. 

 

Oproep tot, onderskrywing en afdwinging van die beginsels in hierdie Handves 
vervat 

Artikel 19 [Individuele en kollektiewe optrede ter beskerming van privaat eiendomsreg] 
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In die lig van die voorgaande bepalings van die Handves verklaar die ondergetekendes 
hiermee dat hulle individueel en kollektief alle regsmiddels ter beskerming van die reg 
op privaat eiendom sal gebruik om die eiendom van hul lede teen aantasting deur die 
staatsowerheid en/of ander instellings wat sodanige oogmerke nastreef te verhoed.  

 

Derhalwe verbind die ondergetekendes hulle daartoe dat hul die beskikbare regs- en 
ander middele ter beskikking van die beskerming van privaat eiendom en eiendomsreg 
sal gebruik om die aantasting en/of ontneming van privaat eiendom af te weer; 

Derhalwe aanvaar die ondergetekendes die verantwoordelikheid om individueel en 
kollektief alle internasionale regs- en ander instrumente te gebruik om pogings ter 
ontneming en/of beperking van privaat eiendomsreg sonder voldoende vergoeding teen 
te staan; 

Derhalwe onderneem die ondergetekendes om alle moontlike internasionale en 
plaaslike druk te gebruik en hul fundamentele regte te benut om ontneming van privaat 
eiendom en/of aantasting van private eiendomsreg deur die regering of welke ander 
instansie teen te staan en die eiendom van hul lede individueel en/of kollektief te 
beskerm; 

Derhalwe word elke individu en kollektiwiteit wat oor tasbare en ontasbare eiendom 
beskik, aangemoedig om hierdie Handves te onderskryf en hul stem langs hierdie weg 
te laat hoor ter beskerming van privaat eiendom en eiendomsreg as sleutelbelangrike  
komponente van die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie. In besonder word 'n beroep op elke 
landbouer en georganiseerde landbou-instelling wat die beginsels in hierdie handves 
onderskryf gedoen om aktief daartoe mee te werk dat landbou kan gedy, landbouers 
ekonomies winsgewend kan boer, in veiligheid hul roeping op die terrein van landbou 
kan uitleef en volhoubaar 'n positiewe bydrae tot die welsyn van die Suid-Afrikaanse 
gemeenskap kan maak en derhalwe opgeroep om hierdie Handves te onderteken en 
deel van die front van vryemark-ondersteuners te word wat die onhaalbare sosialistiese 
beleidsraamwerke wat tans in Suid-Afrika, emosioneel eerder as rasioneel voorgestaan 
word, aktief teen te staan. 

Derhalwe roep ondergetekendes hiermee hul lede en/of ondersteuners op om aktief op 
te tree ten einde hul privaat eiendom te beskerm, ingrepe van welke aard ook al op 
sodanige eiendom af te weer en alle grondwetlike en ander meganismes te gebruik om 
ontneming en/of beperking van hul privaat eiendomsreg teen te staan. 

 

 

Charter for the Protection of Private Property Rights | English 

Since the claim to, recognition, and protection of private property rights apply equally to 
all people, are inalienable, and form the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in 
the world; 
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Since the undermining and disregard of private property rights in the history of the world 
have resulted in cruelty, inhumane abuses, unworthy treatment of people, and the 
assault on their livelihoods, appealed to the conscience of humanity and leading to 
international conventions recognising that all people possess the inherent right to 
private property, and enabling them to enjoy freedom without fear of deprivation of 
property and to lead a livelihood free from infringement of their property rights; 

Since it is the responsibility of the State to create a climate where its inhabitants are 
free and safe, able to develop, trade, and reap the rewards of their own enterprise and 
hard work without fear, and thereby earn income to the benefit of themselves and their 
community, with natural needs and market forces determining the pace and spectrum 
thereof; 

Since it is of crucial importance to promote good relations between all people; 

Since all people and nations have a claim to the protection of property rights, these 
rights and property acquired through honest entrepreneurship, hard work, and the 
acceptance of responsibility should be cherished and protected to prevent people from 
resorting to retaliation, rebellion, bloodshed, incitement, and violence against fellow 
citizens, and from resorting to self-help in cases of tyranny, oppression, abuse of 
power, and improper interference or infringements by the state; 

Since fundamental human rights, including private property rights in a state governed 
by law, should be protected by effective legal measures and enshrined in a charter of 
fundamental rights; 

Since international law and international conventions have confirmed their 
endorsement of the fundamental value of the right to private property, recognised its 
fundamental value for the self-respect of people, and endorsed its foundational value 
for the sustainable functioning of the economy; 

Since private property rights carry a moral responsibility to the Creator, are subject to 
social and financial obligations, and should be used with a sense of calling, dedication, 
and a total understanding of dependence on the Heavenly Father; it should not be 
exposed to ideological and political capriciousness, a need for favour, or pursuits of 
popularity; but may, in exceptional cases and with the necessary seriousness and 
responsibility, be transferred for public purposes but should never fall prey to political 
abuse; 

Since the international community accepts private property rights as an essential facet 
of the fundamental right to human dignity and has repeatedly demonstrated the role of 
private property rights as a foundational element to protect the equal rights of all 
people and to universally ensure the observance of human rights and underpin 
fundamental freedoms; 

Since private property is not limited to land but also includes other fixed, movable and 
immovable property, capital and investments, crops, harvests in fields, and fibre on 
animals and livestock, including game, as well as intellectual and cultural assets; 
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Since international organisations, such as the United Nations, have repeatedly 
confirmed and embodied in numerous conventions and charters their confidence in 
private property rights, endorsed their validity for states and national jurisdictions, and 
committed themselves to the promotion of universal respect for human rights and the 
promotion of fundamental freedoms; 

Since the universal value of private property rights as a fundamental right is accepted in 
international law and it supports the recognition and exercise of other human rights; 

Therefore, the undersigned declare in this Charter for the Protection of Private Property 
Rights, as a common standard for the protection of the right to private property, that 
each individual, social entity, and societal institution, by endorsing this Charter, will 
strive to promote respect for the right to private property and the exercise of the 
freedoms that arise from it, through teaching and education, the exercise of the right to 
freedom of speech, freedom of publication, and freedom of assembly, and to promote 
national and international awareness and support for the protection of the right to 
private property through progressive measures, and to campaign for universal and 
effective recognition and respect for this right. 

Scriptural Foundation of the Right to Private Property and International Law 

Article 1 [The right to private property is a Biblical principle] 

The earth belongs to God and its fullness, mankind is created in the image of God, and 
receives the mandate to inhabit and cultivate the earth, and by virtue thereof, to own 
property subject to God's sovereignty over the entire creation. 

 

Article 2 [The lust for power by the State is the source of nationalisation, denial of 
private property rights, and their infringement through deprivation without 
compensation] 

God grants mankind the ability to rule over creation, establish property rights, and 
cultivate it according to God's commands and cultural mandates. Deprivation of private 
property rights without a transparent and just legal process and without fair and 
adequate compensation is a transgression against God's calling and cultural 
mandates. 

 

Article 3 [Expropriation without proper and fair compensation is a violation of the Eighth 
Commandment] 

Biblical principles underlie the acquisition and disposition of private property rights, 
and deprivation of property contrary to these principles is theft and, as such, a violation 
of the Eighth Commandment. 
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Article 4 [God's commandment against theft protects honest and law-abiding owners of 
private property] 

Private property rights are a form of stewardship, and when such stewardship is denied 
and claimed solely by the state, private property rights are exposed to infringement by 
state authorities and tyranny, whether through disregard for the property rights of the 
vulnerable or through general deprivation of private property rights by the state through  

nationalisation and subsequent denial of mankind's stewardship to the glory of God 
and the welfare of their neighbour. 

 

Article 5 [Deprivation of private property in an unjust manner and without adequate 
compensation is a deprivation of the right to freedom] 

Deprivation of private property in an unjust manner and without adequate 
compensation is a form of enslavement of mankind as stewards and a disregard for 
God's calling to stewardship over creation. 

 

Article 6 [The Biblical principles of God's calling and stewardship mandate have over 
centuries been enshrined in the provisions of international and common law] 

• Section 39 of the South African Constitution stipulates that in interpreting the 
constitutional provisions, including section 25, account must be taken of 
international law. Numerous international legal instruments contain clauses 
that confirm and protect private property rights: 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly, states in Article 17 that everyone has the right to property: "... 
alone as well as in association with others and that no one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of property." 

• The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (1965), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, states 
in Article 5(d)(v) that state parties undertake to eliminate racial discrimination in 
all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone to own property - both 
individually and in association with others. 

• Article 1 of the First Protocol of the European Convention on Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms (1950) states that every natural and legal person is 
entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of their possessions and that no one shall be 
deprived of their possessions except in exceptional circumstances, subject to 
the conditions provided by law and in accordance with the general principles of 
international law. 

• Article 23 of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (1948) 
states that every person has the right to own property in accordance with the 
demands of a proper standard of living and the demands of the dignity of the 
individual. 
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• The American Convention on Human Rights (1969) provides in Article 21 that 
everyone has the right to the use and enjoyment of their property and that no one 
may be deprived of their property without fair compensation and subject to due 
legal process. 

• The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981), adopted by the 
Organisation of African Unity, states in Article 14 that the right to property is 
guaranteed and that this right may only be limited by accepted legal processes. 
Article 21 states that peoples may freely dispose of their property, and Articles 
27 to 29 stipulate that all human rights shall be exercised with due regard to the 
rights of others. 

Forced Deprivation of Private Property and Lessons from History 

Article 7 [Forced deprivation of private property and undermining of economic 
sustainability] 

Ideologically driven redistribution of property, ignoring free-market economic 
principles, and undermining economic sustainability are destructive to the economy in 
general and the agricultural sector specifically. The Roman redistribution of private 
property from 500 to 122 B.C. through legislation known as the leges agraria under the 
guise of land reform and the expropriation of agricultural land, was the direct cause of 
the fall of the Roman Empire. 

 

Article 8 [Infringement of private property rights based on Marxist-socialist ideologies 
inevitably leads to the undermining of food security, famine, and economic decay] 

Marxist-socialist-driven land expropriation in Zimbabwe and the looming expropriation 
policy of the ANC-Communist alliance bear the seeds of the destruction of the South 
African economy, food shortages, and the ongoing enrichment of cadres and nepotism. 
The deployment of outdated socialist principles contained in the Freedom Charter 
(1955) and government policy under the ANC-Communist alliance since 1994 holds the 
potential to cause permanent damage to the South African economy in general and the 
agricultural sector of South Africa in particular, to hamper the export of agricultural 
products to alleviate famine in African and other countries, and to cause irreparable 
damage to South Africa as the foodbasket of Africa. 

 

Private Property Rights as a Fundamental Right to Protect Civic Freedom 

Article 9 [Private property rights and civil liberties] 

Private property rights are embedded in a complex legal environment of constitutional 
and international legal provisions and lie at the root of a whole spectrum of civil 
liberties enjoyed by individuals and collectives under the Constitution, making the 
exercise of such rights possible. They are closely intertwined with the constitutional 
equality provision (Section 19); human dignity (Section 10); freedom of religion (Section  
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15); freedom of movement (Section 21); freedom of trade, occupation, and profession 
(Section 22); housing (Section 26); education (Section 29); language and culture 
(Section 30); and cultural, religious, and linguistic communities (Section 31). 

 

The Dignified Protection of Private Property Rights 

Article 10 [The right to fulfil one's calling and private property] 

Every person has the right to live out their opportunities to fulfil their calling, to cultivate 
God's creation, and to utilise the right to private property for such calling and destiny 
realisation. 

 

Article 11 [Private property rights and the utilisation of available resources] 

All people have the right to accept stewardship of their fixed and movable property in 
responsibility and respect towards others, the responsibility to manage the soil, fauna, 
and flora, and all resources, and to pass them on as a legacy to future generations 
through inheritance or otherwise. 

 

Article 12 [Free-market principles and private property rights] 

The application of free-market principles with minimal state interference in the 
economy, guaranteed private property rights, and the right to engage in economic 
activity form the cornerstones of economic growth and offer the only sustainable 
opportunities for job creation, poverty alleviation, and progress for South Africa. 

 

Article 13 [Identity and private property rights] 

Every person has the right, whether individually or collectively, through private property 
rights, to give substance to their unique identity and heritage and to maintain and 
protect such rights through local and international law. 

 

Article 14 [Private property rights and the development of agriculture and other 
industries] 

Every person has the right to be actively and competitively engaged in agriculture or 
otherwise, with a view to their own economic benefit, household maintenance, and the 
sustainability of the economy. 

 

Article 15 [Private property rights and the welfare of the population] 
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Every person has the right to contribute as a provider of food and fibre to the welfare of 
the entire population of the country and to use the right to private property for this 
purpose, and that such right will be effectively protected. 

 

Article 16 [Private property rights and the development of commercial agriculture] 

Every person has the right to strive for the development of commercial agriculture and 
to contribute to the recognition of the agricultural sector as a self-sustaining entity 
within the South African economy. 

 

Article 17 [Private property rights and the stabilisation of the economy] 

Every person has the right to strive and actively participate in economic activities to 
stabilise agriculture and other economic sectors, and that such right to actively 
participate in the economy through the utilisation of private property rights will be 
bolstered and protected by effective legal and other means. 

 

Article 18 [Private property rights and organised agriculture] 

Every person has the right to be a member of organised agricultural organisations, 
whether individually or collectively, to promote their economic interests through 
organised agricultural organisations or professional bodies, and to protect the right to 
private property through such organised agricultural organisations and/or other civil 
and legal institutions. 

 

Call for, Endorsement, and Enforcement of the Principles Contained in this Charter 

Article 19 [Individual and collective action to protect private property rights] 

In light of the preceding provisions of the Charter, the undersigned hereby declare that 
they will individually and collectively use all legal means to protect the right to private 
property to prevent the infringement of their members' property by the state authority 
and/or other institutions pursuing such objectives. 

 

Therefore, the undersigned commit themselves to using the available legal and other 
means to protect private property rights to repel the infringement of private property; 

Therefore, the undersigned accept the responsibility to individually and collectively use 
all international legal and other instruments to oppose attempts at deprivation and/or 
restriction of private property rights without adequate compensation; 

Therefore, the undersigned undertake to use all possible international and local 
pressure and their fundamental rights to oppose the infringement of private property  
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rights by the government or any other entity, and to protect the property of their 
members individually and/or collectively; 

Therefore, every individual and collectivity possessing tangible and intangible property 
is encouraged to endorse this Charter for the Protection of Private Property Rights as a 
key component of the South African economy. In particular, an appeal is made to every 
farmer and organised agricultural institution that endorses the principles in this Charter 
to actively work to protect private property rights so that agriculture can thrive, farmers  

can farm economically profitable, live out their calling in the field of agriculture safely, 
and sustainably make a positive contribution to the welfare of the South African 
community. Stakeholders are called upon to sign this Charter and become part of the 
front of free-market supporters actively opposing the unattainable socialist policy 
frameworks currently advocated emotionally rather than rationally in South Africa. 

Therefore, the undersigned hereby call upon their members and/or supporters to 
actively work to protect their private property, repel any form of interference with such 
property, and use all constitutional and other mechanisms to oppose deprivation 
and/or restriction of their private property rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed in Pretoria on this ___________ day of _________________________2024, aware of 
the responsibilities resting on the shoulders of the signatories. 

 

Geteken te Pretoria op hierdie ___________dag van _______________________ 2024 onder 
die besef van die verantwoordelikhede wat op die skouers van die ondertekenaars rus. 

 

 

______________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Henry Geldenhuys  Wannie Scribante  Bennie van Zyl 

President   Adjunk-president  Hoofbestuurder 


